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Introduction 
 
This report is a summary of my participation in the óNeed for Conflict Resolution Education 
and Peace Education in Cyprus Projectô (The Project) in Nicosia, North Cyprus from the 4 
ï 8 September 2006. 
 
The Project was organised by the North Cyprus Mediation Association in collaboration with 
the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus Ministry of Education, the United Nations 
Program Development Fund and The Near East University. 
 

 
 
Mr. Ali Yaman (centre), Conference organiser from the North Cyprus Mediation Association 

thanks presenters at the end of day 2 of the Conference 

 
 
My involvement in the International Network of Conflict Resolution and Conflict Resolution 
Education (INCREPE) and presentations in Columbus, Ohio in the United States of 
America in October 2005 led to an invitation to be involved the Project in 2006.  
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Cyprus ï background 

 
Located in the eastern Mediterranean Sea, Cyprus has been the subject of a long history 
of invasion, conquest and occupation. Cyprus has been ruled in turn by the Egyptians, 
Mycenaeans, Phoenicians, Assyrians, Persians, Ptolemies, Romans, Byzantines, 
Crusaders, Franks, Venetians, Turks and British. 
 
By the mid nineteen century Turkey, which had had control of the island for more than 300 
years handed over occupation and administration rights to Britain. Following the outbreak 
of World War 1, when Turkey sided with Germany, Britain annexed Cyprus. After World 
War 2, Greek Cypriots pressed for unification with Greece that was opposed by the 
Turkish minority. Rising tensions and an ongoing terrorist campaign against the British led 
to the granting of independence to The Republic of Cyprus in 1960.  
 
However continuing animosity between Greek and Turkish Cypriots resulted in United 
Nations sending a peacekeeping force to the island in 1964. A Coup dôetat ousted the 
president in 1974 and resulted in several hundred deaths. The government in Turkey 
responded by sending troops to defend Turkish Cypriots and after a short battle controlled 
the northern third of the island. Resettlement of the population, Turkish Cypriots to the 
north and Greek Cypriots to the south divided by the Green Line running through the 
capital Nicosia, has resulted in two ethnically distinct geographical areas. 
 
Since 1974 United Nations peacekeeping forces have maintained a buffer zone, the Green 
Line between the Greek Cypriot Republic of Cyprus in the south of the island and self-
proclaimed Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC). Repeated efforts at reunification 
have failed although numerous bi-communal activities have been organised around 
cultural events, social gatherings, training programs and joint projects. 

 
Until 2003 it was difficult to cross 
the border and one of the few 
means of contact between the two 
communities were bi-communal 
activities organised through local 
efforts and by the international 
community.  
 
A 2004 referendum provided an 
opportunity for reunification prior 
to acceptance of Cyprus into the 
European Union but was 
overwhelmingly rejected by Greek 
Cypriots. 
 
Over the past three years or so, 
travel back and forth over the 

North Cyprus flag provocatively cut into the  

Hills overlooking Nicosia (it lights up 
  at night) 
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Green Line has been relaxed so that ordinary Cypriots can move more freely around the 
island. This has also opened the opportunity for more bi-communal activities despite these 
being treated by some with caution, suspicion or opposition.   
 
The population of North Cyprus is around 200,000 inhabitants where Turkish is the 
predominant language. English is, however, widely spoken and understood.  
 

 
 

Selima Mosque, the former Cathedral of St. Sophia. The building was erected by the 
Crusaders from 1208 ï1326 and is one of the finest examples of Gothic architecture in 

Cyprus (Nicosia, North Cyprus) 


