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   It was one of cold December days. The Peace 
Education center of School #20 was in great 
activeness. It was as usual peaceful and warm. Even 
the growing snowstorm and cold couldn’t reduce 
children’s happiness. The staff and members of the 
Center gathered for summarizing results of the first 
steps and for stating the first success. The invited 
guests (School directors, NGO representatives, 
Gyumri Optional School Center children and 
parents) were present to share with us the gained 
success and to state, that schoolchildren are under 
our special attention, that we have started the process 
of bringing up peaceful and peace loving generation.
   Apostle of Shirak community Michael Ajapahyan 
opened presentation. His presence, blessing ah and 
speech about peace were very actual.  
The other important part of presentation was 
Certification of Center members.  
  
   

 
 
 
 
Presentation ended with a cup of coffee and 
sweets. Children and guests were actively 
discussing their impressions and wished each 
other Mary Christmas and Happy New Year.    
  Peace Center entered a new qualitative phase 
with special training about UN. This widened the 
geography of gained information and knowledge 
in the Center.  
  Children knew about UN structure, its peace 
building activities and works in different counties 
of the world.  Before this they have heard only 
abbreviation UN, but it was presented to them 
with its depth, importance and necessity. They 
listened with great attention, the witnesses of 
which are posters about UN made by Center 
members.  
   Peace Education Center members can not only 
listen, understand and do, but they can suggest, 
entrepreneur and present original ideas. During 
the training one of the best students suggested to 
have Constitution of the Center.    This is a fact, 
that the elements of Civil Society are being 
formed in new generation. And when the Center 
workers addressed several question to Tatevik, we 
found out, that she knew what is Constitution 
and clearly defined rights and responsibilities. 
The activities of Center gained new power and 
motivation.  
We formed a work group for working out the 
constitution with the help of our staff.  
 

 

- 1 -PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com

http://www.pdffactory.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 We invited a lawyer for making juridical bases for 
children’s gained knowledge. We had an interesting 
dispute with lawyer.  
    There is an unusual activeness in the Center: 
children are electing president for the Center. I 
would like to state, that the Center staff do the 
maximum for providing legal and honest elections!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   Yes, here children are taught not to quarrel, but to 
discuss remaining honest and keeping their virtue.    
 After the adoption of constitution and elections of 
the president were classes of leadership. Though the 
Center members are leaders, the classes widened 
their frames of leadership.   Mass Media and 
Conflicts training enlarged children’s knowledge 
about Mass Media activities and their goals.  
   Nine months of Peace Education biography are 
rich with guests: Michael Episcope Ajapahyan, 
Council of England in Armenia Timothy Johns, 
lawyer Anna Davtyan, wife of Russian attach  in 
Gyumri Raisa Sulimko and representatives of 
different NGOs.       
 Summarize activities of the Center and do not 
mention mailing of children is to except the main 
part of Center activities. This is a unique opportunity 
to think about interesting topics with children of 
different nationalities, about Peace, which is a 
common value for all of them, it doesn’t differ 
distance, nationality and age.    
 

  
 
   One couldn’t simply help his or her admiration 
and happiness following the activities of April 
Peace Month, which included 4 –10 classes.  The 
members of Center practically showed their 
leadership.  
  They organized talks in classes about Center 
activities, Sadako and her thousand paper 
cranes.  Nearly all pupils of the school learned to 
make paper cranes. The school was full of Peace 
cranes and children’s best wishes. If the innocent 
wishes of these children are fulfilled, we will 
never see wars and violations on the earth.  So, 
let’s all together: young and old, build our peace. 
The basement was built; let’s everybody put a 
stone, make the mixture stronger and build the 
roof safer.  
 
 

Teacher of English, school #20, person in 
chargefor Peace Education 

project in School #20 
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 Sadako Sasaki was born in 1943, in Japan. She was only two years 
old, when the atomic bomb exploded on Hiroshima in 1945.  
The whole city was destroyed and thousands of people (140 000) 
died. This bomb was more powerful then usual bombs. It had 
disastrous power: the power of radiation. It is known, that radiation 
is very dangerous and can be the cause of cancer, which took   
87 000 lives.      
  Sadako lived not far from Hiroshima. When the bomb exploded 
she didn’t get burns and it seemed, that she didn’t suffered. She 
grew and became a smart and active girl, who liked to go in for 
sports. In 1955, when she was 12 years old, she lost consciousness 
during long distance cross training. Doctors found out, that she had 
cancer of blood (leukemia), which couldn’t be treated.     

 
 
She was very sad, as knew die. Her relatives and friends visited her every day in hospital, hoping they 

could make her glad. Once her best friend Tidzuko told her a story about cranes.  
  Crane is treated as a saint bird in Japan and it lives 1000 years due to tradition.  According this tradition the 
cherish desires of one will be fulfilled, if he or she makes 1000 paper cranes. Sadako wished to be healthy and 
go in for sports. She decided to make 1000 paper cranes. everyday she made more and more cranes and felt, that 
it gave her power to resist the illness. But she managed to make only 644 cranes. Her classmates made the other 
356 cranes and berried all 1000 cranes with her.  
  Sadako was not the only child, who died from blood cancer. Many children died from this disease.  
  Sadako’s friends decided to build a monument for Sadako’s and other Hiroshima victims’ memory. Many 
young people of Japan helped to gather the necessary amount and in 1958 Sadako’s monument with golden 
crane in one hand was placed in Peace Park of Hiroshima.     
    

This monument was called “Children’s Peace Monument”. 
On the monument it is written: 
                          

  This is our cry, 
This is our pray. 

Peace to the world. 
 

Sadako became the symbol of Peace all over the world.   
Sadako wrote “Peace” on wings of cranes. She wished cranes 
would spread peace all over the world. And cranes became 
the symbol of peace.  
  In every country, where Peace Education project is 
implemented children learn about Sadako’s life. Children 
learn to make paper cranes with love. They present cranes to 
their friends as symbol of friendship. Children hang paper 
cranes on Sadako’s monument, hoping to see the world 
peaceful)  
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